It seems that the scribe of this tablet used a table of cube roots; n 3 -e n ba-si(8) (n = 1,2,3, ---, 60) (3) , which literally means "n 3 corresponds to n", giving Since we have a table of such as: n 3 + n 2 -e n ba-si (n =1, 2, 3, ---,60) (4) , which literally means "n 3 + n 2 corresponds to n ", we can easily obtain the solution 12x = 6, that is, x = 0;30. Although there seems to be no question about this interpretation which is believed to be right by most of historians of mathematics, we cannot explain the next problems nos.6 and 7 along the same line. In my judgment, the key to solving the above three problems of BM 85200 is not the use of some tables but the application of a Babylonian mathematical method called makşarum "factorization". In fact, this term occurs in one problem dealing with a cubic equation (5) :
[ma]-ak-şa-ru-um ša ba-si (YBC 6295, line 1) "the factorization method of a cube root". Now let us analyze the problem no.7 first, because we can clearly understand its "factorization method" for the sake of its given data that leads to simple simultaneous cubic equations. From (1) and (2), we obtain 12x 2 y = 1 --- (5) Dividing both sides of (4) by 0;10, the text gives; 1 10 ; 0 10 ; 0
Dividing both sides of (5) by 12(0;10) 3 , the text also gives; 
Observing (6) and (7), we easily notice the solution X = 3 and Y = 2, resulting in (z + 1)/2 = 3;30 from (8).
These three numbers 3, 2, and 3;30 are called íb-si8 "roots" in line 18. 
